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INTRODUCTION COLONIAL TRILOGY VI

The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Ohas lestablished a prize for the best
essay on Early American History for history stugeattour pet beneficiary: Walnut
Hills High School.

Walnut Hills, the Alma Mater of a number of our Wars, is a public college
preparatory school, with, as we believe, a natiogglitation for scholarship. We are
pleased to present the products of our most rexerest as valuable contributions to
our Early American History.

Frank G. Davis
Editor
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THE EVOLUTION OF PIRACY

By Jonathan Lipps
December 3, 2001

Although they are often picturesquely romanticizethe modern world, pirates formed
an intriguing subculture, which profoundly shapled British empire and colonial America.
Piracy in fact went through a process of devolufrom mercantile and imperial authority into a
distinct egalitarian social order. The privateenimdustry, which flourished during wartimes and
had brought riches to the British empire would euahy transform into a illegal state of piracy,
which would become the enemy to the maritime wokldampaign of terror would be initiated
to eradicate piracy, forcing a durable and distuactulture below-decks.

Ironically, in tracing the roots of piracy it waset pirates who brought riches to England
and propelled her to the status of a naval authorithe era of overseas expansion. Francis
Drake, born in Devonshire about 1545 and one oéd#rbest pirates, sailed from Plymouth in
1577 on his round- the-world plundering expedititgpon his return in September, 1580,
Queen Elizabeth ordered the royal barge rowed dbe/Thames so that she might knight the
'master thief of the known world on the deck of Gislden Hind.* The loot Drake brought back
to England has been moderately valued at 1,50(000ds" (I p.5). There was a -fine line
between privateering and piracy. Privateering wargeegally considered to be piracy during
peacetime, but during wartime it augmented thedstgnavy. Many of Francis Drake's raids on
Spanish shipping and coastal towns in the 1570's aets of piracy because they were carried
out when England was officially at peace with Spdine same status was given to Henry
Morgan who a century later aided the Spanish Pan@rhde both Drake and Morgan were
considered pirates by Spain, because Spain waarBsitraditional rival, they were both treated
as heroes and received knighthood (2 p.9). As naltisostility toward Spain increased,
Elizabeth became even more indulgent with piraft@iraf Not only did she shut her eyes to their
aggressions against the Spaniards, but she begaketan active interest in their exploitive
affairs. The embracing of piracy by the British eragprought much wealth to the country, but
more importantly it provided a foundation for thekition of a race of seamen which saved
England in its time of defeated its enemies, andemgthe world power on the seas. Others
would continue to be swayed into the privateermdystry by England's maritime heritage,
traditions, and its reliance on sea trade (1 p.6-7)

Piracy passed through a number of historical stagése common working sailors
could have a vessel of their own. There was ag'term tendency for the control of piracy to
devolve from the top of society to the bottom, frma highest functionaries of the state (in the
late sixteenth century), to big merchants (in thdyeto middle seventeenth century), to smaller,
usually colonial merchants (in the late seventeeatttury), and finally to the common men of



the deep (in the early eighteenth century)” (3 )18/oodes Rogers, the hugely successful
captain of a privateering voyage between 1708 &idd Was influential in obtaining the
enactment by the British Parliament of a new PAgein 1708. At one time the crown received
a fifth of the profits from all privateering enteiges and then later one tenth. Under the new
prize act however, the Crown received nothing lafTéle largest share of the profits went to the
owners of the ships and the private investors wiented the voyage. A smaller share went to
the ship's officers, and a even smaller share w&askadited among the crew (1 p.7). Woodes
Rogers, who would become the royal governor oBtaleama Islands and the scourge of pirates
in the West Indies, arrested a sailor who wisheashkif "aboard a Pirate” and said that, "he
should be glad that an Enemy, who could over-pawervas a-long side of us” (3 p. 162),
Privateers were often not happy ships. Many captan their vessels like naval craft, subjecting
their crew to severe codes of discipline and otlnaconian measures that generated protests or
mutinies. Merchant seamen were also subject toasgonent during wartime by the Royal Navy.
Conditions aboard navy vessels were in some respante than the mercantile equivalents;
Wages, especially during wartime, were lower, foattbns were meager, and maintaining order
required even more violent displays of disciplifbe ships were also ill-ventilated, causing
disease of epidemic proportion s. "One officiaimled that the navy could not effectively
suppress piracy because its ships were 'so muahldisby sickness, death, and desertion of
their seamen” (3 p.160). An anonymous author airmghlet entitled Piracestroy'd(1700)
wrote: "It was the too great severity Commandexsehesed as to their backs and their bellies"
that "had occasioned the Seamen to mutiny andwary avith the Ships. "The harsh discipline,
and poor conditions aboard naval and mercantilsalegaused crew to mutiny and turn pirate.
It is not difficult to fathom then that the majgrivf those who became pirates volunteered to join
the crew of outlaws after the capture of their ship

Life aboard a pirate ship was largely a reactioth®abuses of the traditional capitalistic
maritime system. The pirate ship was democratanimndemocratic age; Crews distributed
justice, elected officers, and divided loot equalaptains of a pirate ship were also given much
less authority, none of the extra food, and nonth@fpecial accommodations with which
merchant and naval captains were accustomed. @aptéio exceeded their authority were often
executed. The captain's power was also limitechbyquartermaster who was elected to present
the interest of the crew and a general councilithatlved every crew-member. Pirates were also
class-conscious, often taking revenge on tyrannoerehant captains and royal officers.
"'Distribution of Justice' was a specific practaa@ong pirates. After capturing a prize vessel,
pirates would 'distribute justice* by inquiring alidhow the ships commander tread his crew
‘They then 'whipp'd and pickled' those 'againstwi@omplaint was made'. They often rewarded
the 'honest fellow that never abused any Sailob'ewven offered to let one decent captain 'return
with a large sum of Money to London"(3 p.163).

The pirate ship was usually made up of a multiualt multi-racial, multi-national crew.
There are even some accounts of female piratéeinighteenth century. Pirates generally



denied affiliation with their own country, proudtjaiming themselves as 'from the seas". Black
Sam Bellamy's crew of 1717 was "a mix't multitudeath Country's, "including British, French,
Dutch, Spanish, Swedish, Native American, and Afriémerican, along with two dozen
Africans liberated from a slave ship. Hundredsedge of African descent found themselves
amidst the pirates' social order. Even though @isaips occasionally captured and sold slaves,
Africans and African Americans both free and enstiwere numerous and active aboard pirate
ships. "Black pirates sailed with Captains Bellamgylor, Williams, Harris, Winter, Shipton,
Lyne, Skyrm, Roberts, Spriggs, Bonnet, Phillipsptt, Cooper, and Blackbeard" (3 p.166). In
1718, sixty out of Blackbeard's crew of one hundrede black. Black pirates were so common
that one newspaper reported an all-mulatto barsg@afrobber in the Caribbean "eating the hearts
of captured white men." In so many ways the pitaesial order was a completely egalitarian
subculture at a time when power in the British empias held by an elite social class.

Because they posed such a great danger to Atkaatie (especially the slave trade) a
reign of terror was initiated by Britain to eradiegiracy. In the American Colonies there was no
really strong public sentiment to suppress pirddye colonists' objection to Britain's Navigation
Acts made piracy in the colonies an acceptableqgddife. Many colonists considered the pirate
captains public benefactors (1 p.168). In 1700Bhesh Parliament passed the Piracy Act,
which provided that in the future piracy and otfedonies on the Atlantic would by tried by
special vice-admiralty courts constituted by consiaiss from the Crown. If any colonial
governor refused to comply with the piracy actwoaild be subject to the forfeiture of his
chartered rights to the government (4 pp.38-39)hBhigs and Tories both responded by
erecting gallows for pirates and the merchants witbm they dealt (3 p. 173) Lieutenant
Maynard's violent execution of Blackbeard preveridedth Carolina's inlets from becoming a
haven for pirates. Likewise, Governor Woodes Rogeesating out of Nassau, was doing an
effective job of cleaning out pirate nests in thestMndies. Virginia however, would continue to
be plagued by pirates for a few years afterwari4.720 the House of Burgesses presented an
address to Virginia's Governor Spotswood, which ea@scerned with the frequent plunderings
of pirates' off the coast. Four pirates off thestad Virginia were convicted in 1720 and hanged
in chains, as a warning to others (1 p.169) Thetement of deadly legislation by Parliament
combined with the superior férce of England's inyeidnavy were the two major factors which
ultimately lead to the end of piracy.

Only a couple centuries after European rulers batketl pirates loose on the riches of
other countries did the pirates themselves becatienal enemies. Rival nations found a
common interest in an Atlantic system of capitalifimder this system, trade would flow most
efficiently without the disruption from an autonousosocial order thriving on the terror of the
civilized world. The profits from piracy were outigbed by the risks. By the 1720's, thousands
of pirates had severely damaged Atlantic shippimgloing so, they also created a democratic,
egalitarian social order and a distinctive belowkdecounterculture that would contribute to a
colorful history of the maritime world.
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THE EFFECTSOF THE
EUROPEAN ENLIGHTENMENT ON
EARLY AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY
IDEASAND LITERATURE

By Michael Koucky

During the 17th and 18th centuries, the intelligentf Europe and its American colonies
were experiencing an intellectual revolution knoaenThe Enlightenment. This period saw the
greatest expansion of knowledge and philosophyyntiane since the Renaissance. Scientists
such as Newton and Galileo, Mathematicians sudbeasartes, and philosophers such as Hume,
Locke, Voltaire, Rousseau, and many others areceged with this period. The main
connection between these seemingly different peopketheir desire to understand the world
through reason and logic. From their concepts canery different world than that of previous
centuries, a shifting of power from traditionaltingions such as the Church and monarchies to
new societies based upon the desire for the "rightsan”.

Previously many people considered knowledge toiteettly inspired by God and to be
an immutable and unchallengeable block of wisdold fiem long ago, interpreted only by
religious scholars. The unalterable views of theit€h of Rome silenced scientists such as
Galileo and tended to discourage debate and enguotiythe Renaissance and Reformation
opened religious texts and debate to the commonimBarope. In this new age many still
considered God to be the source of all knowledgesgver in the new view God played a much
more passive role in the formation of new ideas@mttepts. The thinkers of this period
believed that man's ability to reason would allam ko understand the world he lived in and
through that knowledge better his own situatiomgishe world (called "Nature” in man works)
to mankind's advantage.

As a result of the Enlightenment, a new religiobggsophy began to gain acceptance.
This philosophy, known as Deism, claimed such irtgpdrfollowers as Thomas Jefferson,
George Washington, and Benjamin Franklin. The rpaifosophy of Deism is that the universe
was created by God, who set down a number of rldawa and then let the whole thing go,
much a watchmaker, and that by observing Naturekmdrcould in a scientific fashion discern
the "divine laws "that made the universe work. Themos was no longer a locked and
forbidden property of the Church alone in whictestific observation was often dangerous or
heretical, but the explorable and discoverable dvofla "divine watchmaker" whose methods
and creations were understandable and quantifialiaman observation under the discipline of
"Reason”. These times are often called the "Adeeaafson” because of this fundamental change



toward the application of scientific methods to @mebrs as seemingly diverse as religion,
science, mathematics, literature, architectureransic

The political philosophers of the 17th and 18thtagas; most notably John Locke, Jean
Jacques Rousseau, and Francis-Marie Arouet (Ve)tas well as Hugo Grotius and Thomas
Hobbes, and even earlier writers such as Sir Thovttae; were to have an enormous impact on
the revolutionary philosophies of Thomas Jeffersmin Hancock, and John Dickenson.
Because of the writings of the Enlightenment plufgters, the "Founding Fathers" were
convinced that they could use reason to build sebsbciety based on natural and moral law
which would preserve the rights of man.

These American Revolutionaries were most influermedohn Locke, he was one of the
most widely read authors of his day. Some have gorfar as to accuse Thomas Jefferson of
plagiarizing Locke. However, in 1775, no educatetspn could fail to recognize the ideas of
John Locke in Jefferson's writings. Locke's wringere so pervasive in contemporary thought
that Jefferson's use of similar language and ideasa restatement of familiar ideas. It is
inappropriate to imply that Jefferson was tryingp#ss these ideas off as his own original
thoughts. Plagiarizing Locke in 1775 would be samtb trying to pass off "We have nothing to
fear except fear itself ' or "I have a dream" ag@aginal thought.

Locke believed that at birth all men are a blamiteslthe term "tabula rasa” (Latin for
blank slate) came from a Latin translation of Astk'sDe Animaand was not used by Locke in
his 1690 Essay, but rather in a French translatidhat worK This was in direct opposition to
the concept of original sin, an idea popular amitvegvarious religious groups of the day. The
concept of original sin is that all people are bevii and that we must work to reach salvation.
Locke's belief in man as a blank slate implies &watmust come after birth, it must come from
outside the individual person. Locke, like manyasghof his day, believed that evil came from
society. So, he reasoned, that in pre-civilizetestaan would be basically good. He believed
that in this state, which he called a state of atmnan had rights to certain things, these
included his life, his freedom to do as he wistad] the things which he required to live. The
concept of natural rights was not new to Lock&as present in the works of Hugo Grotius,
Thomas Hobbes, and even Thomas Aquinas. Many sétearlier writers believed that men
gave up many of their rights upon forming or jomsociety. In contrast, Locke believed that
these rights were so basic that they could notibaated (at the time the common usage of
alienate was to give away of sell, rather thamtioelern usage which means to make someone
feel unwelcome). Locke's most famous wdmko Treatises on Civil Governmeaatmeant to first
dispute Robert Filmer's defense of absolutiBatyiarcha and second to provide and inquiry
into the rights of men.

Jean Jacques Rousseau had the second greatestomplae ideals of the American
Revolution. Rousseau's most famous waihe Social Contrads a summery of his ideas. He
begins the social contract by arguing against figiet of the strongest,” then against "the right
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of kings," as the basis of government. He thenesdhat the consent of the people is the only
legitimate basis for a government, and that thg tagitimate purpose of government is to
provide for the safety of the people while takisgfew of their natural rights as possible.

Francis-Marie Arouet, better known as Voltaire, wag of the most famous writers of
his day. His fame as a philosopher was secondstéahie as a satirist; he was famous for works
such asPuerto Regnatal'ai vu Edipe La Heriade andCandide Always poking fun at those in
power, Voltaire's work often resulted in his impnsnent or exile, and many later works were
written while in prison. Voltaire was a championreligious tolerance, and wrote heavily on the
subject. He also, through his plays, novels, aitttisms, helped to bring some of the lesser
known philosophies of his day to a greater audience

All of these philosopher s supposed that thereavaatural law, much like the laws of
physics and mathematics, by which men should berged. This idea was not new to Locke, in
fact Hugo Grotius and Thomas Hobbes had pioneéisddea years before Locke. Even farther
back one could trace the origins of Enlightenmdnmliogophy to Plutarch , or even Epicurus.
However, because of the revolutions in sciencepdmidsophy, which emphasized reason, the
philosophers of the Enlightenment believed thay ttwuld create a better world through the
application of scientific principles.

Thomas Jefferson is today regarded as one of teenfust philosophers and political
writers of his time. Whil&'he Declaration of Independena&s his most famous work, many of
his earlier works express his political belief1lfi74 he wroté Summery View of the Rights of
British America in this document he makes numerous referencesttwal rights, natural law,
he clearly outlines the limits of royal and parlamary power in the colonies. His arguments
frame these issues in such a way that no studdmaiie could deny that the British crown was
indeed violating the Americans' natural rights.February of 1775 Jefferson wrd®esolutions
of Congress on Lord North's Conciliatory Propogal the Continental Congress, this paper
clearly shows the influence of Locke on Jefferdarthis paper Jefferson says, "This leaves us
without anything we can call property. But, whabfsnore importance, and what in this
proposal they keep out of sight, as if no such f{peas now in contest between us, they claim a
right to alter our Charters and established lawd,laave us without any security for our Lives
or Liberties.® The important words in this quote are life, lityedind property; these are Locke's
basic natural rights. They will be used again dfedson inThe Declaration of Independence

Many other leaders of the patriot cause were inited by the enlightenment. After the
Boston Massacre, John Hancock delivered a speeaghiah he says, "The town of Boston, ever
faithful to the British Crown, has been investedaoBritish fleet; the troops of George Il have
crossed the wide Atlantic, not to engage an endmiyto assist a band of traitors in trampling on
the rights and liberties of his most loyal subjantémerica - those rights and liberties which, as
a father, he ought ever to regard, and as a kimgs bound, in honor, to defend from violation,

11



even at the risk of his own life.?.This quote states that the king's job is to defledights and
liberties of his subjects, an idea which obviousiynes from Rousseals®cial Contract

On July 6, 1775 John Dickenson, the authdreifer From a Farmer in Pennsylvania
drew up a paper entitlddeclaration on Taking up Arnfer the Second Continental Congress. It
states that "In our own native land, in defenstheffreedom that is our birthright, and which we
ever enjoyed till the late violation of it - fordtprotection-of our property, acquired solely by th
honest industry of our forefathers and ourselvgairst violence actually offered, we have taken
up arms. We shall lay them down when hostilitiesllstease on the part of the aggressors, and
all danger of their being renewed shall be remowaed, not before™Again we see the influence
of John Locke, the idea that defense of one's prppejust cause for taking up arms was one of
Locke's most basic principles.

However, the most important section of the dedianats when Dickenson says, "But a
reverence for our Creator, principles of humaratyl the dictates of common sense, must
convince all those who reflect upon the subjectt government was instituted to promote the
welfare of mankind, and ought to be administeredHe attainment of that end.” This is the
philosophy of Rousseau, pure and simple.
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"THE INFLUENCE OF PRIVATEERING
ON THE COLONY OF ROANOKE"

By Julie Griff
December 3, 2002

England's first attempt to colonize America derifan the country's interest in
privateering. Privateering originated as a meansnerchants to recover the value of cargoes
lost at sea. Ship owners had to convince the govenhthrough accurate, withessed accounts
that their cargo had been stolen. If approved, thene awarded licenses of retaliation to seize
Spanish goods equivalent to the amount lost, gigipgrtion of each prize to the government.
Initially, this procedure was tightly controlled taf became increasingly corrupt. Merchants
began to buy fraud licenses, or even raid shipsouitany documented permission. While
privateering increased tensions between Englandaad, it also became a type of sport for
English gentlemen. They viewed privateering asxragagant game of gambling, and would
finance ventures in hopes of gaining great fort@8ieWalter Raleigh was one of the few
successful gentlemen investors. His involvememptrivateering was the chief motive in
establishing a colony at Roanoke.

Roanoke, England's first settlement in the New W lbest known for the mysterious
disappearance of its colonists in 1587. Howeveasethcolonists were not the first to settle in
Roanoke. A previous colony had been attempted &5,18riginally meant to serve as a
privateering base. Ironically, the settlements lio privateering became the cause of its
downfall. It influenced the colony's site, the dwbf settlers, and the behavior of those who
were sent to aid them. Privateering was both theae for Roanoke's establishment and
destruction.

The first fateful decision based on privateering\ee choice of location for Raleigh's
colony. He wanted a site near enough to the Welstdrto intercept major trading ships, yet
sufficiently secluded to serve as a hiding placenfipursuing Spanish fleets. Roanoke Island,
located in present day North Carolina, is nestlettvben a line of costal islands known as the
Outer Banks and the mainland, thus providing aalidkelter for privateering. Raleigh sent an
expedition in 1584 under the command of Philip Aasdnd Arthur Barlowe to survey the land.
When Amadas and Barlowe discovered Roanoke, they seeimpressed by the shelter its
location provided that they failed to adequatelglese or test the land. This lack of planning
ultimately proved fatal.

Once Amadas and Barlowe enthusiastically reporéatt ko Raleigh on the promise of
the land, arrangements for the colony were madeersships departed England on April 9, 1585
for North Carolina. At their destination, the cojelbound settlers began to understand for the
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first time the inadequacy of their chosen site. i@ Island is surrounded by shallow sounds
unsuitable as anchorages for the large Englistsskipe of the larger ships, the Tiger, became
stuck and the major supply of food was destroydxd dther ships were forced to anchor several
miles off shore completely exposed to the Atla@eean. It was clear that Roanoke would not
be a suitable harbor for privateering venturesddition, the colonists were left with a scarce
supply of food.

A second example of the detrimental influence ofgie on the colony was the choice of
settlers. The majority of Roanoke's first colonistse veterans of the Irish or European wars.
Their war experience made them strong candidatesuise they would be able to defend the
territory, especially against the Spanish. Howethazir war mentality was not helpful in
maintaining Indian relationships. The English veterfelt both vulnerable and superior to the
Indian natives. They believed the Indians wouldréasstruction in English ways, yet they were
reliant upon the Indians for food and knowledgé¢hef new territory. Trained not to appear
vulnerable, the colonists were reluctant to giveae pacific approach a chance and therefore
decided to intimidate the Indians with their Enlgligeapons. This tactic only increased tension
between the cultures and the English failed toterksting bonds with the Indians. However,
because their provisions had been ruined duringaage, the colonists relied upon the Indians
for food. Native tribes were aware of this and uséd their advantage. At one point several
tribes conspired, refusing to sell or trade anydfadth the English settlers. The weakened
colonists were forced to live off the land as libs could.

Another flaw in the selection of colonists was tleeninance of single men. Without the
presence of wives and children, male settlers weos at building society. They tended to rely
on Indians for food and guidance instead of workmmbgecome self- sufficient.

The connection of the Roanoke settlement and @@vatg is further emphasized in the
behavior of those who were sent to assist the glinggcolony. For example, soon after the
colonists first arrived in North Carolina, Raleigiranged to send an additional ship carrying
supplies and food to Roanoke. However, the quedered Raleigh to divert his ship to
Newfoundland to warn the English there that Spaith teptured all English ships in Spanish
harbors and that a sea war was on. The ship neweedin Roanoke, illustrating the underlying
concept that the interests of the colony were asns@condary to privateering.

Similarly, when Sir Richard Grenville, general bétRoanoke expedition, sailed back to
England to replenish the colony's provisions, heabee sidetracked by a privateering venture.
He arrived in England with a large prize, muchhte éxcitement of the colony's English backers.
While the purpose of Grenville's trip was to acquiruch- needed food for his desperate colony
it was overshadowed by the success of his cargo Tae founding of Roanoke stemmed from
interest in privateering, but it was this obsesswimich led to the overlooking of critical
problems in the colony. As long as English backexee profiting from privateering escapades,
they saw no need to further invest in the settldfaevell being.
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Ultimately, the situation is one of great irony.ttMiut England's interest in privateering,
Roanoke would never have been founded. Howeveddhenating emphasis put on
privateering also led the colony to its decay. Theice of location, the selection of settlers, and
the actions of England's backers were all gearadgolly toward the promotion of privateering.
Eventually, all of the above became detrimentah&colony's success, forcing the settlers to
sail home in August, 1586.
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ABIGAIL ADAMS:
AWOMANAHEADOFHERTIME

By Lesley Messer

"l desire you would Remember the Ladies, andnlobee generous and favorable to
them than your ancestordf.particular care and attention is not paid to thdiés weare
determined to foment a Rebellion and will not holofselves bound by any Laws in
which we have no voice, drepresentation (Levin, 82)." Abigail Adams, onéhaf most
prominentfigures in the early feministmovemente thesevords in accordance with her
belief that the same lavextended to men should apply to their female copatés. Born
in 1744 in Weymouth, Massachusetts to a motherdesaended from the prestigious
Quincy family and a fathewho was active in the esteemed Congressional minAigail was
always very curious and had a strong desire tolésite most women of her time, she was not
formally educated, but read literature and learReehch at home with her twsisters.
Her voracious reading habits helped her to forgperad with ayoung Harvard law student,
John Adams, whormshe married in 1764.

Although much of her infamy comes from her rolelas second First Lady and the
mother of President JolQuincy Adams, Abigail Adams is also renowned farroée as a
strong and independent woman as well as forphedigious letter writing. The first of her
letters were-writteto her husband, John, during his service in the gae Revolution.
(However, astime passed, she began towrite ffnegeiently to various family members and
friends about botimundane issues of her social life and politicaldspegarding national
affairs.) During this time period, Abigail was fetto assume the more "masculine” role of
breadwinner and support herfamily. She succégsar her family's farm untishe decided to
sell it after four years, relying soley upon whateestic skills she had previously acquired to
earn moneyduring atime of inflation and scarcity of laboft#ough suchdisplay mayseem
hypocritical comingfrom afeminist, Abigaldams didhot consider domesticity be a sign of
weaknes®rsubmission. Infact, she continually expressesidisfactionwith the feminine role in
society and was proud to support her family andcbhentry in whatever way she could.

Besides managing her family farm, Abigail Adaexsided knowledge of entrepreneurship
and economics. Witheyays, "As prices and taxes continued to rise apdipmoneycontinued to
depreciate, Abigail depended on her tradiegtures to make ends meet (122)." Luxury items
were oftentoo expensive for most people in colonial Amerwafford, and therefore, Abigail
requested that her husband ordmrious items from Europe for resale in the Unigtdtes.
Usually, she sold the items herself and was alotate enouglkeconomic profit to make ends meet,
however, she would alseork through otherd necessary.
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Furthermore, during this time, Abigail Adams nolyomanaged her family's domestic
responsibilities and finnnciahatters, but also real estate affairs. For exanWi&ey
explains on page one-hundred-twenty-two," .. Abi¢@dk steps to improve the Adamses' long-
term financial securityin the spring one of their neighbors died and &isifcameup for sale.
Knowing that John had long been interestetheproperty, she immediately began
negotiating for thepurchase without waiting for his advice. During thext several years she
continued to acquire land when it becaawvailable, acting with the advice and assistance of
Cotton Tufts but relying mostly on her own judgmébiespite the troubles and hardships that
Abigail Adams faced while trying to suppolner family; she firmly believed that such sacrifice
ought be considered her patriotic duty.

In addition to possessing a strange sensedefpendence, Abigail Adams
expressed a strong distrastvard men. In one of her earliest letters to Jadleams whowas
fighting for the patriots, she wrote, "Do not puthk unlimited power in the hands of the
Husbands. Rememball menwould be tyrantsifthey could (Gelles, 4Xlthough she was not
in a position to question male authority, she deeply concerned with the injustices that were
impressed uporwomen during the colonial era. She stresses thenvghe says, "Whythen,
not put it out of the power of the vicious athe Lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity an
impunity (Gelles, 48)."Although her Puritan background acted for most of her suspicions
regarding men, agreatdeal also affosm her belief that women were often abused aketta
for granted by males. She concluded that women wemrdmateto men, as she said, "Regard
us then as Beings placed pypvidence under your protection and imitatiothefSupreme
Being make use of that power only for our happiri€sdles,48)." Metaphorically speaking,
Adams says here that tinelationship of men and women was comparable tooffauman
beings and a Supreme Being, insinuating that wonese often mistreated and looked down
upon due to their inferior stature. Thus, she cwlily argued for equal women'srights
and exhibited unusual gender awarenegsisitime period. Perhaps this was best
demonstrated in hdight for adequate women's education.

This subjectwas one that preoccupied Abigail Adamsughout herlife. In fact, she
feltso strongly abouttheissu®at she recommended to her Presidential husbahdht#aew
body of laws that he and the other Founding Fathiersdrafting should, "..be distinguished for
learning and virtue.If we mean to have Heroes, Statesmen, and Philessphleshould have
learned women (Gelles, 48)." She justified thishxplaining that education was compatible with
domesticity. Because women had been viewed only as motherslanghters before the war
and society had adapted to sugnder roles, Abigail did not envision a compldikteration of
such biases, but rather,hoped foranimprovedipostheheld an opinion radical at that time: that
women's minds wergust as capable of absorbing knowledge as memshay toohad the right
to be educated.

Abigail Adamsinfluenced the feministmovement tvauld emerge in the early twentieth
century more than she ever could have imaginedfdraist movement that wa® prominent
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in the 1920's when women demanded the right to nesterfaced in the 1960's and early 1970's. To
combatdiscrimination in employment, adequate day careageeprofessional opportunities and
unequal pay, women followetthe example of Abigail Adams and lobbied for egyali

Refusing to be ignored, groups and unions wereddrrandeventually, laws were passed and
drastic changes were maidethe legislature.

Awoman truly ahead of her time, Abigail Adams vaéide toinfluence the politics pf her
husband, and consequentlye national government. With a keen sense of gemsareness,
shewas able to perceive the inequities that ekietel refused to rest until action was taken to
correct themAbigail Adams, therefore, was not only an independeomanand radical thinker, but
also a forerunner inwomen's fight foequality.
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THE CHESAPEAKE BAY: COLONIESOF DIFFERENT PASTS,
ONE FUTURE

By Emily Longenecker

The first British settlements in North America wenghe Chesapeake Bay region, which
was of great economgignificance to Britain in the colonial period. Beat-dayMaryland and
Virginiasurround Chesapeake Bay. This region wpsoa place to begin colonizing because the
Bay isone oAmerica's largest estuaries, and once had a aoastliover3,000 miles. Being
deep, it was always navigable by those settlingeaating there. The Bay is also the outlet for
manylong rivers, some of which extend 150 miles inland.

Roanoke colony was established in 1585 by a spg@at from Queen Elizabeth I, the
first British colony inAmerica. It was settled in what is now North Canalibutthe entire
Atlantic seaboard was called Virginia. This colamysteriously disappeared within a year, and it
would be 22years before another British settlement would eddishedn America.

This new settlement was Jamestown, VirginiaGihesapeake Bay. The Virginia
Company, a joint-stock compangstablished it for profit. The first years were tregdest for the
settlers. Half the population died during the fikgtter. The British settlers werdl equipped
for the needed worklThey neglected to grow enough food because thejeddn use the land
to grow tobacco, which was the main exporthad colony. *

Theimportance oftobacco to the colony playedrgelgartinthe developmentofthe
colonies' subsequenttowns aitglgovernment. Townswere not centers of comnarpkcedor
living; they were mostly just a place to house gbgernment. The population was neither
centralized nomclined to town life. The only way to make a comtédle living in the colony at
that time was growing tobacco, so a settlgdal was to acquire land. Tobacco plantations requi
alargeamount of land because tobacco depletes the switoéntsso quickly. With so many
plantations, as the basis for taeonomy, the population was spread thinly over the
countryside.

Virginia did not have a substantial government lubtivas granted a new charter in
1618. Sir George Yeardlayas chosen as governor to administer the changekerithisnew
charter, Virginia established the House of Burges$e first form of self-government in the
British colonies. The House of Burgesses consistégo representatives, call&lrgesses, and
from each designated area, such as atowtamtation. The first meeting of the House of
Burgesses tooklace inachurch in Jamestown on July 30, 16 18enty-twoBurgesses attended
the meeting.

The Virginia Company dissolved in 1624, putting daéony under the authority of the
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British crown, and "royal” government was officialput into effect. The House d&urgesses
did not officially meet after 1624, but special nois called by the royal governor transformed
themselvesinto what the House of Burgesses hadeder e. In 1639, King Charles | declared that
the colony could go back to its "old" privilegesid so self-government was once again part of
Virginian colonial life.

Chesapeake Bay was important not only togb@nomic survival of the colony, but also
to the patterns of itsettlements. Originally there were eight countmegirginia, seven of them
on the James River. The James River extends nedthg Appalachian Mountains, allowing the
Virginia colony to develop deep into America. As a feedeChesapeake Bay, the James
River was deep and navigab#émd thus it was easy to get supplies to the cdmmisd to
export tobacco. All the Virginia counties developecdthis fashion. Expansion, however, was
limited by continued conflictshat the colonists had with the Powhatan Confederadf
Indians. In 1622 this uneasy relationship brougham Indiarattack that killed about one third of
the settlers. This and other attacks bred bittérladian sentiments in the colony.

Unlike most of the British colonies in North Ameaid/irginia was not settled for religious
reasons, but economanes. Religion, nonetheless, played an importalet irocolonial life.
Only members of the Anglican Church wettowed to vote. The colony's strong ties to the
Church ofEngland paralleled the colony's strong ties withglend. During the English Civil
War, Virginia was a haven for those loyal to thegkiOther religions settled in Virginia, but they
experienced much discrimination. This discriminatresultedin the founding of Maryland,

George Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore, triedotoy land in Virginia in 1628, but was
refused because he w@atholic. Calvert worked hard to get land in Amarfor Catholics,
but was unsuccessful during his lifetime. King QGési did grant land in America to Calvert's
son, CeciliusCalvert, the second Lord Baltimore, in 1632. Heereed theand north of the
Potomac River, west of Chesapeake Bay,south of the line from Delaware Bay to the
source of the Potomac River. In addition, the cplaas granted fishingights in all the water
it bordered. This- proprietary colomyas named Maryland.

The development of Maryland differed greatly frolnattof,Virginia. Primarily, itwas
settled as areligious refuff Catholics, unlike Virginia, which was an ecoriowenture.Maryland
adopted a policy of religious tolerance wheréaginia was discriminatory to all religions
that were no#Anglican. The policy of religious tolerance in M&ayd developed fromthe
realization thatwere notenough Catholicaeed of refuge to make the colony successfudl tlaat
thesurvival of the colony would depend partly on Psta@tssettling there. This policy helped
Maryland maintain goocklations with all the other British colonies.

Maryland's development also differed in settlemeatterns. Instead of having the
population spread thinly bhkarge plantations, like Virginia, Maryland strivedestablisitowns.
The major towns in Maryland, St. Mary's, Annapoéiad Baltimore, all developed on the Bay.
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Lord Baltimore seup Maryland similarly to the European feudal systdrthe Middle Ages.

The gentry from England were granted timanors,” but there was also free land for ordinary
settlers.This system is partly responsible for the initaldre of thecrown-ordered assembly that
started meeting in 1635. By 166mwever, Maryland was organized by counties rathan
‘'manors."

Although originally settled for different reasobsthMaryland and Virginia had to
survive economically. Botlkolonies took advantage of the fertile land of@thesapeakBay
region to grow tobacco and, in Maryland's casewadther crops. Price wars broke out
between the colonies, as both tried to use slawepto drive the price of tobacco dowand
production up.

Slaves had been in America since its early settiérbet it wasn't until 1670 that they
became a significant part thfe population. By 1720 slaves mad e up 21% of dpeifationof
Maryland and 33%of the population of Virginia. dreservethe slave culture in those colonies,
both legislatures passddws that limited the freedoms of the blacks in dege andequired
expulsion of free blacks in Virginia. Sadly, botblaniesdepended onthissystemfortheir
economicwell-beingand it survived until the American Civil War in 136

Maryland and Virginiawere two of the earliest Bitit coloniesin America. Maryland was
established as aproprietarglony, while Virginia was established as an ecoicmenture.This
difference led the colonies on diverging pathsanyedevelopment, but the similarity of the
region, their economimterests, and eventually, their governments brodigésecolonies to a
common path by the eighteenth century. Unlike treacherous coast of present-day North
Carolina, whichsaw the failure of the Roanoke colony, Chesapealeviasan excellent place
to establish what became two of the musisperous of the British colonies, The Bay has
fertile landfor growing tobacco, deep waters for fishing andigating, and rivers going deep
inland that allowed for expansion deeper into tilery. These colonies were also important to the
new government that formed after 1776. Having been-gelferning since the early
seventeenth century, they were an example of ganemfor the new nation.
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THE INFLUENCEOF THE GREAT LAW

By Ellen Stedtefeld

"What white society owes to Indian society, as magho any other source, is the mere fact
of its existence (p.19ohansen).” This quote refers to the most importamsaction during the
European and Native American cultuesichange inthe PostColombian Era:the European
acquisition of Native American governmental philosophy. Althbdlge American Constitution
bearsa remarkable resemblancetothe Great LBeauk created by the Iroquois Confederacy,
this influential democratic Law is seldom mention&tie significant parallels between the two
documents suggest thtte Great Law of Peace is not only influential higo aprototype for
the Constitution.

A Huron named Deganwidah created the Great baReace, referred to as either the
Great Law, Great Peace or as Kaianerekowa inthgue tongue, outofhisurgent desioe warfare
to cease among neighboring tribes. Due talklslitating stutterand hisHurondescent he jdine
Hiawatha,an Iroquois, who would translate his message ttrdigiois nation. Hiawatha
metaphorically called this confederacyeeatwhite pine whose rootswould spread outinal
directionsencouraging peace and strengthtoallfive tribdiive tribes, the Onondagas, the
Senecas, the Mohawks, the Oneids, telCayugas accepted Hiawatha's proposition ankit
the Iroquois Confederacy between 1000 C.E. and 1400 C.E

Non biased personal freedoms and liberty are ideaply imbedded in the Great Law.
Other significantsimilarities to the Constitution include: a comp$gstem of checks and
balances, ways of joining the Great Council, aays to amend the Law. To insure peace, the
Great Law proposed that no one tribe could deglaravithout the othefour tribes consent. This
original ideaexpanded to an elaborsystem of checks and balances. On the broadestokthe
Grand Council there were 3 separate groups: thierbrothers (p. 25 Fathers)" composed of
the Senecas and tMohawks; the "younger brothers” who were the Cagugaithe Oneidas;
and the Onondagas who acted similarly togkecutive branch.

Once a suggestion was made to the council, itmsibnsidered individually by each of
the four nations and then@mmon agreement was reached by the younger aed lwiothers.
If the older and younger brothers disagreed @ndd not compromise then the Onondegas
were responsibléor breaking the tie. However, if the four naticagreed, then the Onondegas
could confirm the decision or send it back feconsideration. If it was sent back, the
Onondegas's veto wasther accepted or overridden. The Grand Counopptat] thisdemocratic
procedure whenever a suggestion was maadeder to share the power equally among all four
nations.

The Grand Council was composed of qualified chieds all five nations. The chiefs were
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originally nominated byvomen according to their heredity, but in the sésenth century,
chiefs were increasingly elected accordinggadership skilldf achief disobeyed the Great
Law, dependingn if he entered council by bloodlines or election, eitmecould be dismissed
or the nations would 'be deaf to his voad his advice (p. 28 Fathers)" People seekingraidsal
of achief or change in the Great Law could contactegiec warchief who proposed the ideato
the Grand Council. To prevent the Grand Councitflwreaking into nation-based factions,
Deganwidah designed five different clans. The Ghans, theGreat Bear, Turtle, Deer Pigeon,
Hawk and Wild Potatoes, contained members from eation, which prevented omation
from dominating the others, and preserveddéeocracy.

The Great Law included instructions on amendings|&eganwidah was especially
concerned with the flexibilitpf the government and encouraged new laws or mvisf the old
laws. Hiawatha commands that:

If the conditions which arise at any future time f@ilan addition of or
a changef this law, the case shall be carefudnsidered and if a new beam
seems necessary or beneficial, the proposed chatrajebedecided upon and,
if adopted, shall be calléddded to the rafters."(p. 29, Johansen)

Benjamin Franklin recognized the Confederapgssionforliberty andthe strength
inthe GreatLawand founitdrefreshing in comparison to the stale laws ofland. Hegreatly
admired the respectful atmosphere at the Gfamdhcil meetings, which today have become
traditional in bothhouses of Congress. The British press and royatisitszed Franklin for his
favorable view of the Native Americgovernmenttowhich hereplied:

It would be a strange thing ...if SNations of ignorant savages should
be capablef formingsuch a union and be able to exedute such a manner that
it has subsisted for ages and appears indissolaiteyet that a like union should
be impractical for ten or a dozen English colontesyhom it is moraecessary
and must be more advantagears] who cannot be supposed to want an equal
understanding of their interest. (p.242, Lyons)

Franklin did extensive research of the Iroquoenfederacy, receiving copies of the book
History of the Fivdndian Nations and corresponding with the autBadwallader Colden,
and finally decided to take action. Franklin methaa council of Iroquois delegates in 1754, to
construct a political article that would be simiiathe tenetsf the Iroquois Confederacy.
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Franklin required in thislocumentthat, like the Iroquois Confederacyhalitoloniesnust agree
or one colony could veto the action of the othéts.pushed for a unicameral government, and
divided thenumber of representatives from each colony saalldgualepresentation. On July
10, 1754, Franklin officially proposedis article, the Albany Plan of Union, before thengress.
The chief executive of congress, James de Lansg,retognized the strength of the
Confederacy and remarked,Hbpe that by this present (Plan of) Union, we dralv up toa great
height and be as powerful and famous as you arél(dohansen)" After much debate, the Albany
Plan of Unionwas accepted and was fusedwiththe Articles of&terationto form the United
States Constitution. Close assessmeifttisfprocess ofthe formation of the Constitutitzady
showsthat it derived much from the Iroquois Great LawPefaceHistorian C. EImore Reaman
sums it up best stating "Ampce of people who provided the prototype for thegitutionofthe
United States, should be given theirrightful reatign (p. 17 Johansen)."
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ALETTER FROM BOSTON

By Laura Boesch
December 3,2001

My apologies for the delay inwriting to you, beesng as I'm supposed to be gathering
details about my journey ithe colonies, | presume you will excuse my briédrste. The ocean
voyage was a relatively pleasant one, with faverabhds. | was afflicted with only a short
bout of sea-sicknesand was able to spend much of my remaining seveksemforting
others with their troubles, most of which lastedcimionger than mine. At last,to my great
relief, we arrivedin the port at Boston, where | joyfully met my coyshis spouse, and their
four children, with whom | have bedroarding ever since.

Boston's large port connects with amid-sized bty t resembles my dear London in its
narrow, crooked streets ambdistling activity. | became homesick at the sighKmmg's Street,
for its crevices felt all too familiar. Many of tleeizensl hear speaking on the streets and within my
cousin's residenckave had such impeccable English, no matter tiss,dlaat Ihave often
thought myself to be back home. Some of the nedstcational and enlightening conversations
that | have hadhave taken place inwhat seems to be the centee ofty, thetaverns, with
many travelers such as myself. Although theent earthquake of 1855 in Lisbon has brought
CharlesChauncy to warn men here of the sin of drinkingave metmany men surrounded by
drink, who seem to know quite a bit about the sohawelestial theories of Newton and Locke.
Their theories about the planets, the earth, aadatk ofgeneral freedom of man are
fascinating,radical as they mhg. A certain optimism about the goodness of meeas}s
through these rooms, along with a certain confiddncthe future that | have never seen the
likes of back in London.

Don't fear, though, | have not had as much timé& ssunds to waste away in the
taverns. | have attempted to do styare and take up as little room as possible incousin's
residence. | must take a bit of time now to descttits house, invhich | have so far spent many of
my days and all of my nights. Itis a typical Newgiand hail and parlor house made of English
bonded brick. Thereis a beautiful, although skahen garderaroundit, full of enticing
vegetables and delicious herbs thattease myiadte The central room is a warm kitchen that
leads outto the low-ceiling parlor and hall where their giseare often entertained. | sleep on
my bed mat (for mattresses are muchegpensive for a boarder such as myself) on thenskeco
floor on the side of the outbuildings. This makes me fatthesy from the vital fireplaces that
warm the house, and also away from tast of the household. I do not mind, though, iagtite
closest toa respectable privacy closet as one can get imalgland house of seven people.
Not to mention, | am proud to have acquired a neswvercoat.
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On atypical day, | awake at six, according todhenesof the clock in the church
steeple, and say my prayers of therning. The woman of the house has already lite f
downstairs and gathered ingredients from the gaateinoutbuildings for breakfast, having
gotten up two hours earlietread a chapter of the Bible in Greek and therakavn forthe
meat that is our usual breakfast. It seems thdt gothemain staple of most of the people
around here. | have bedarced to try many new foods that | would neveréd&ached back in
London. These include the oysters of the lowersdlast are also fed to the pigs! The children
eat with us befor¢he two young males complete their chores and loffait be schooled.
Education has become avaluable part of the micldks here, so that they may learn the
Scriptures to pleas€od, and get ahead in life. The children are garet do notspeak unless
spoken to. My cousin has seen to it that thaye been brought up with the rod that assists
in forming suchobedient offspring who are instilled with the fedithe Devil. The
Massachusetts School system that has been newlgiddiny the support of taxes seems to have
taught them well, too. hear it may be the best in all of the colonies.ddysin's boysan be
schooled but are not yet old enough to be apprehfar a trade and are therefore made to do
important choresround the house. My cousin's wife and female ohildjo todo their daily
chores of sewing and domesticity while we go ofthte shop.

My cousin isa Master cooper and | have tried tp hem with my own knowledge of
woodworking. This is a veryimportant trade in Boston, as it is important foe right
barrels to be usedto store food on the shipsnegdkie harborThese barrels must be able
to hold liquids safely and oftegiive flavor to the drinks and food inside. | halsodeen
trying to help with the negotiations to buy the oak arasbihoopst low costs along with
helping to make some of the barrelfe days are long, for a cooper's work is hard and
must beprecise, using only eyesightasaguide.

There is a break midday, in which we stop for ararge dinner that the women
provide for us. During this time, | am usually abdewatch some of the children in the street
too young still for schooling, playing with a hoapd stick.This brings back memories of a
childhood often forgotten. After the meal, we headk to work until it is time to comleome in
the evening for a light supper. Usually at nightave able to play an admittedly raucous game
of billiards, goskateonice, or play an unruly game of cards. Whele family isin bed by the time
itisdark, soas notto waste any expensoandles needed to see atthattime. Each daywttble
bringssomething a little different and new. There is bakday inwhich there are only light
meals, fish day every Friday to hedppport the local markets, and of course, the Sabba

The church in the center of town is Presbyteriaratisfy the religious needs of the
majority of Boston, includingny relatives. This is a new experience for me bgeaiis not
completely part of the King's Church of England them soused to back home. However, it is
the only way for me tavorship rightly here and so | go to listen to ttee¥educatedninister's
fiery sermons. Sunday is my favorite day, for ithe day of rest. The colonists are so strict
about it here thgust yesterday, our neighbor was put in the stdcksexcessively walking on
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the Sabbath! He is usually a faithfggntleman, however, and | was glad he was abl&aoda
someone to wipe his face while he was trapped tiared fruit on the face can attract more
ants than one can hamghtmares about!

The most popular punishment here, though, | Hiamed is whippings, which are the
most common form oéntertainment around. Why, just a week ago thelmmil ofmy cousin
were able to go to a public hanging for someat® had committed treasolt.was the first
time they hadeen excused from their chores to do so.

‘Lest | forget, I must not leave this letter withdeiling Ms. Annabelle ofthe latest
fashionshereinthe colonies. The dress seemspiséfinedasin England Whalebonestays are
still in high fashion, helping women to obtain tleaqjuisite curvature in their backs. Petticoats
are becomingnore abundant. Just yesterday, | must have seayoppetticoat that wasn't
less than six feet wide! Wom'esrheaddresses are also something to marvel at wittf Hie
lace and ribbons that go into them. Women seera tgeltingtaller not only with these high wigs
but also shoes with heels on them. It must be gintdar back in London. Afor us men, long
coats and buckles are still of the latest fashions.

The breakfast meal isalmost ready and so | muistfihis letter so it can be sent off hastily
today. | hope all is well imy dear home and country. My cousin and his fabidyyou, and the
country of our king, a greeting. | shall write agassoon as the time permits. Until | do so, |
bid thee farewellvith my best regards.

Yours faithfully,

John Ward
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by Jonah Paul
December 2, 2001

The founding of Rhode Island, by Roger Williamsswased on three important ideals:
religious tolerance and freedom, the separatiochofrch and state, and politic@mocracy.
These values were held personally by Rogéliams and resulted in his banishment from
the Puritan- controlled Massachusetts Bay Colohgs€ same principlegsere later adopted by
the framers of the Constitution afalight over by the United States in the Revolutign&/ar.

Roger Williams (1603-1683) grew up in Londdingland and studied at Cambridge.
His liberal viewpointsquickly got him into trouble with clergymen and pichl leaders in
England. Originally ordained in the ChurchEgfgland, Williams first tried to reform it. He
later abandonethat idea and sought complete separation. Accorifgrrington inThe
Colonial Mind,he seemed to be a "Puritentellectual who became a Christian freethinker,
more concerned with social commonwealths than with thgichldogmas.”

After being persecuted because of hisreligiougfsehe sailed to New England in 1631.
He settled'in thdMlassachusetts Bay Colony and became a ministee iNéwWorld. There, his
parishioners did not share his "adamant” belistfmarate from the Church of England. He then
movedon to both Salem and Plymouth, where his ideaspatseedtoo radical. In 1636, his
views had pushed the Puritan authorities too tarekample, apart from religion, Willianadso
spoke out about the colonists' mistreatment dilidiieve Americans. He proclaimed that the
white man had strayddom their original goal of converting Native Ameains.Instead, he
said, the white man was taking their land, goadd,even life.

In June of 1636, the Puritans had enough. TheyshadiWilliams from the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. this era, banishment was essentially a death semté@nevas
not only banished from the colony, but also frorads, supplies, and protection from Native
Americans. HoweverWilliams quickly found refuge with the Wampanoagdiems. Massasoit,
their chief, gave him a piece of land along 8eekonk River. There was a problem with this
land, howeverPlymouth Colony had control of the area and foks&idlams and hisfollowers
across theriver. Williams developed a uniguelationship with the Native Americans of the
area. Unlikemost other white men, he treated them like humangsand respected their
rights. Thisled him to purchase land fréwo Narragansett chiefs, Canonicus and Mianton@ni.
this land, he founded the settlement of Providence.

Other religious 'fanatics" suffered a fate similarWilliams. After being banished from
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the Massachusetts B&plony, they too headed south and began townsiwi¢imity of

Providence. These included religious exiles Jolank@l William Coddington and Anne
Hutchinson. Hutchinson believed in antinomianishattonly faith is needed faalvation.

This belief was not welcome by the Puritansexile, she founded Portsmouth in1638.Clarke and
Coddingtordecided to go further south and founded Newporty @rfew years later, four
settlements would unite to form the colonyRifode Island.

In 1644, Williams was granted a charter frearliament that gave the group of
towns a legal right t@xistence. This gave them the protection needewh fro
Massachusetts and Plymouth, neighboring colonigslessliberal views onreligious tolerance.

In 1663, Rhode Islanders, represented by John €ladk advantage of the opportunity
created by a change in theonarchy to attain a royal charter. The chartaredsvasextremely
liberal; the colonists were given a large portidrself-government, including the right to elect
their governor.Thiswas rare for charters, since normally the ldpgointedgovernors and other
officials. Alsointhe charterwas the right to have complete ialig freedom. The king
thereforeacknowledged this founding keystone by includinig tthe charter. The colony's
charter managed to withstand Kidgmes Il's Dominion for New England (1686-1689pidad
King Phillip's War Rhode Island continued to seageareligious haven. Many different
faiths and sects includimgnabaptists, Quakers, and Jews, settled in RhddedsAmerica's
first Baptist church (1639), Quaker meeting ho(l€57), Jewish congregation (1658), and Calvinist
congregation(1686), were attracted to Rhode Island.

Rhode Island's formation was truly unique. Founiohgdxiles with radical religious beliefs,
they managed to forna successful state that also upheld heir originakiples -principleson
which the United States was founded.

33



BIBLIOGRAPHY

. Microsoft Encarta Encyclopedia (Electronic VersiadO0 ed.,"Rhode Island.”

. Microsoft Encarta Encyclooedia (Electronic Versi@@pO0 ed.,;'Roger Williams."

. Newman, John J. and John M. Schmalbdghited States History: Preparing
for the Advanced PlacemeiiixaminationNew York: Amsco School
Publications, Inc. © 1998. pg. 27.

. Parrington, Vernon Loui§.he Colonial Mind: 1620-1800ew York: Harcourt, Brace
and Company. © 1927. Pgs 62-75.

. 'RI Early History. "http://www.s tate-ri.us/rihist/earlyh.htm. 12/01/0

. Ridpath, John Clarl Popular History of the United States America.Cincinnati:
Jones Brothers & Co. © 1876. P483-198.

34



"REVOLUTION"
IS JUST A NICE NAME FOR'REBELLION"

by Ryan Long
December 3, 2001

The American Revolution against Britain is consgbo be a great source of nationalistic
pride in our country. Owrictoryinthateight-year struggle cemented odependencas aseparate
nation intheworld balance of power. That victaljowed for the creation of a country that
would stand for justice for all and the freedonspeak out without fear for what we believe in.
However, the society we have becomdarger respects the idea of revolution and freedom
from interference, in any situation other than thatlgingvolutionin the eighteenth century. We
see speaking out against thevernmentas "stepping outofourbounds” andig@againsthe
right.” Ouropinions of our nation's second reviantalsoknown as the Civil War, are that it was
aridiculous conflicbetween the moral north and the ignorant southulgint that also mean
thatin our revolution against Great Britain were the bad guys, the dangerous ones going
where weshouldn't have gone? Our skewed view of history$es sanuch on national pride
that we don't take the time to look@irselvesas somethingotherthanthe victor sgbguations.
What would we be thinking about Americans now ifallewere British?

The American Revolution started in 1775 aoatinued through 1783.Atitsend, America
celebrated a near-total victory over our parenbnabreat Britain. Weformedur own republic
and constitution and set about making ourselvegugnil his war has been considered as ‘just”
here in America, but is this solely because we wémw2 look atourselvesfromthe British point
ofview, wewere nothingmotéan a complaining, unyielding, rowdy' group ofnfiers,
merchants, and craftsmen, who disagreed on howarentcountry should let us operate. We
wouldn't allow for changem government, and freaked outwhenever parliamnieattomake us
more similartoBritain. Wewere a disorganizedugro of protesters, amounting to only one-
third of the size of th&ritish population, who used violence and rebelliatiner thardiscussion
and reason to gain our victories. In fact, oewolutionwasn'tverydignified atall. Imagine if
Texasdecide(hgain) that it wanted to be a unique offshootefd¢ountryrather than a
conforming part of the United States. Nonausfwould support the Texans' side of the
argument becaugbkey would be disturbing the unity of our nationeVdsAmericans, only
see unity as a one way street; you're either véfloryou're wrong.

The American Revolution had many causes, lothin the socio-economic setting here
in North America andh the world outlook of the British Empire. The &sh, in theconflicts
following 1754, reclaimed most of North Americarfiahe French. Their mastery of the seas helped
them to exergreater control over their colonies inthe WeskéemisphereHowever, this new
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global dominance came at a price. Warsurope such as the Thirty Years War were costiyior
British government. They needed more support from theortesto keep their heads above
water, and so they tried to get it. The thirteenefican colonies had previously enjoyed little
interference from their true government, and westidbedat the new taxes and laws coming from
across the ocean. Theseerseas taxes began with the 1765 levying ofitsedirect tax on the
colonists, courtesy of George Grenville and theigrigovernment. Rather than using political
responses to the seemingly reasonable taxationeveywthe colonistsimply fumed about it,
using ideological reasoning that claimttat they were their own masters; not subject tdrod

by the country that "owned" them, British taxation vgaen asin attempt of the British
government to take away thadrticular responsibility fromtheir colonial asdaias, rathethan
the measures to preserve the economic strengthfimdrzcially struggling British Empire that
they truly were Perhaps the colonists just wanted to reap all @émefits ofbeing part of an
empire, without paying the price.

It could be said that Americans began to be ruledreed in the late 1700's. The French
and Indian war broughtealth to many colonists on the receiving end efBhitishmilitary
expenditures. However, when the war ended manynNamerican traders and businessmen
realized that they hadverextended themselves intheircosts, and thes/semtinto bankruptcy.
Their greed greatly damaged the colonial econaamyg hard times fell upon most of the continent. It
was upon thistate of economy that the British taxes fell. Maciyer andesentmentcameabout,
andblame wasthrownupon the motbeuntry of Britain. Then a few rebels, searchingiersonal
wealth and power, saw fit to expand this forming gatil it became wide enough to cause awar
between the continent atite island. We argue that it was only a few of wealthy landowners
and exporters of the south who caused the Civil Wauld it be that, similarly, it was only a few of
the wealthymerchants and businessmen of the thirteen colaiestartedthe American Revolution?
Doesn'tthe lack ofdifference betwesaemingly opposite historical occurrences makesyopiand
think?

On the issue of authority, the colonial dissentdasmed to be in control of their own
territory. The colonies argued that a British appngsence was in violation of theidommon
rights. They argued that they.should control tb@mn taxes. They basically said that they
were their owrseparate entity in every way except for name. Wioatd bethe effect today if
Indiana were to decide that itwould follamly its own laws, yet still wanted to be considkee
part ofthe United States of America? What were the cotertisinking when they demanded
Britain to leave them alonePhey knew that to defy their government would mean. Our
society views an offensive war as an unjust waenlMihat makes this particular occasion ofa
totally offensive land-grab any better than WorldM? We as Americans sometimesseemto
touthypocrisy openly.

Reading of other rebellions in our history books,see them labeled as good and bad
based on our countrylaterests. Itis our own type of propaganda, megptovokea unified
nationalistic response from those who read it. @wolution is justone suchexample of our one-
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sidedness. Evebased on the virtues that our nation supportsbétigvior is wrong. However,
is there really any real problem with dleelings of nationalism as they stand? Isthergraay
harm in the views we have learned to express? Aumeas anenlightened nation; we see
now more than ever that it is important to seegsithrough the eyes of others. We niiaye
already figured out the complexities of biased \pewmts. We also may have realized the ease with
which people are abl® twist history into what they want it to be.

Despite everything that it might have been, or khbave been, the American Revolution
was a great learningxperience for the American people. Whether it avasvolution or a
rebellion, the new American citizens learned thadities of political life on earth. Governments
aren't always right, and it is our job as citizénkeep thegovernment working for us, rather
than we working for itHowever, the American Revolution, as well as artyeotevolution or
historical event, must be looked at carefully, vathsides and all of the pertinent information
examined in amnbiased way, or we will have failed to become vthaserebels wished for us to
be.
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